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lights Tbe man opened big eyeg and
started from the chair.

"Who aro you?" demanded Orme.
"Why the detective, of course."
'Tk'teetlve?"
"Sure regular force."
"Regular force T"

The stranger pulled bark his coat
and displayed bis nickeled star.

"Hut what are you doing here?"
gasped Ormo, amazed.

"Why, a foreign fellow came to the
chief and said you wanted a man to
keep an eyo on your quarters tonight

and the chief sent me. 1 was dozing
a bit but I'm a light sleeper. 1 wake
at. the least noise.

Orme smiled remlnlscently, think-
ing of the snore. "Tell me," be said,
"was It Sonor Alcatrante who bad you
sent?"

"I believe that wag hla name." He
was slowly regaining his

w its. "That remlndt uie," he
continued. "He gave me a not for

eh? Well, lia tbe trout flat, two
eights up."

"Thank you," said Orme. He walked
out to the street, whence a backward
glance showed him the woman again
concealed In her newspaper.

At one side of the shop be found the
entrance to a flight of stairs which led
lo tbe floors above. In the little ball-wa-

Just brfore the narrow ascent be-

gan, was a row of electric buttons and
namea, and under each of them a mall
box "2a" had a card on which was
printed:
"Arlma, Teacher of Original Kana

JluJitsu."
Should be go boldly up and present

himself as a praptctlve pupil? If
Arlma were tbe one who had o ef-

fectively thrown him tbe nlghl before
he would certainly remember the man
he had thrown and would promptly
be on his guard. Alao, the woman tn
the shop had salJ, "you are ont of the
gentlemen lie was expfctln'." Other
w are rotult g

Prudence suggest.! that h con-

ceal himself in an entry aenwa the
street and keep an re out for the
persona who were coming to vlalt Arl-

ma. He assnimd that their coming
bad soma thing to do with tbe stolen
paper. Put be had no way of know- -

would help me, but I'm afraid tha situ-

ation Is too dim cult"
"Then why did you comet" Again

the look of suspicion.
"I came because you could help tne,

but not by a reading "

"What do you mean?" Plainly aba
waa frightened. "I don't put people
away. That's out of my Una. Hon-

est "

"Do I look as If I wanted anything
crooked done?" Orme smiled.

"It's hard to tell what folks want"
she muttered. "You're a fly-co- aren't
you?"

"What makes you think that?"
"Tbe way you been siting things on,

You aren't going to do anything, are
you? I pay regular for my protection
every month five dollars and I work
hard to get It. too."

Orme hesitated He had known at
(he outset ibal he waa of a class dif-

ferent from (he ordinary run of her
clients. Tha difference undoubtedly
bad both pmiled and frightened her.
He might dlsahuse her of the notion
tbat be bad sn(hlng to do with tha
police, but ber mlaat prrhenaton waa
an advantage that be waa loath to loaa.
Fearing blui, she might grant any fa-

vor.
"Now, listen to me." be said at last,

"I don't mean you any barm, but I

Several Times.

SYNOPSIS.

At tha aspsns of a aollcd Tint Robert
Orni itvn from arrest a girl In i black
touring car who haa ciuised a traffic Jam
on Stat straet Ha buy a new hat and
la flvan In Chang a Ova dollar bill with:
"Kemember tin person you pay thli to,"
written on It A second tlma ha haipa tha
lady In tha black cur, and learn tlutt In
Tom and Ucsaie Walllnghain tliay hav
mutual friends, but gulns ni further hint

f hr Identity. discovers another In-

scription on tha niarntd bill, which, In a
fuilla attempt to decipher It. ha copl."
and places tna copy In a drawer In hla
aparunent. Senor 1'c.ritel, South Ameri-
can, calli. and claJni tha innrkad bill.
Oiiiia refusra, and a flht ensuea In
which lVnld la overcome, lie calla In
Bencr Alcatranta. mlniatrr from hla coun-
try, to vouch for him. Orme still refusea
lo (lit up the bill, orme. goes for a wa.k

ut.' aeca two Jitps att; it Ahatrunte. He
rescue him Haturtuii to hla rooma
Oirne la at'Hckm by to Jap who af-
fect a forcible echnni;e of tha marked
bill for another, orme rhida tha Ctrl of
tha black cr walilng for him. She alao
Wants II. a bill. Orme tolls hla stury. 8de
rec aii: one of the Jap as her father
butler, M ik.i. Tue , end inscription on
the hill la the key tj the hi. hog place of
Imp utatit p.ip. n, atol-M- i from her father,
rioth Japs mm. I South Americana want tha

spent. Orina and the "liirl" alitrt out Inrha black cr In quett of the papera. In
the unlwrsry gro.irila in Kvunston tha
hUUtta Poice la loc.tte.l Muku and an
other J.ip htc tl ire. iirttif fella Mtku
and the other Jap k.-.U'- - ie finds In
Maku 'a pocket a fv..i-- . p of paper. He
takes the sirl, wr.ise name la still un-
known to him, to tha home of a friend In
Evanston. lleturnltiif to the university
grounds Orme (jets m ccnversatlon w'th u
guard ut the station. They
hear a rector hnut In tioubie In the dirk-res- a

on the hike The.' find the crlppl-- d
koaL In It ar the J.ip with the p..pr
and "Ciiri " re-- jumps Into Ornie'a boat,
but the .Tap elth.s puisv.it. "i.ri"

her prsen e In t: e h .it Orme
boarda a car f.r H e city and f r.,!s MiKa
on It and trails him Mi r . pe of fliiti.r.f
Uia Jap who has the pt,p-.rt- .

CHAPTER VIII. Continued.

drrne followed, and when Maku
turn ad west again at tha next street
swung rapidly after blm and around
the corner with the full expectation
of seeing htm hurrying along half a
block away. Hut do ouo waa In sight
Had he flipped into one of the near-
by buildings?

While Orme was puzzling, a role
at his elbow said, "Hello!"

Ha turned with a itarL Flattened
In a shadowed niche of tha wail be-

side him waa Maku!
"Hello!" toe Jaranere said aalri.
"Well?" exclaimed Orme shsrply,

trying to make the best of the situa-
tion.

"You runs' not follow me." The
Japanese spoke Impressively.

"Follow you?"
"I saw you In a mirror at the other

cd of car."
So that was it! Orrr.e remembered

no mirror, but the Japanese might ap-

ply the word to the reflecting surface
of one of the forward windows.

"You lit a match," continued Maku.
"I saw. Then I come here, to Hud If
you follow."

Orme considered. Now that be was
discovered, It would be futile to con-

tinue the chase, since Maku. naturally,
would not go to hia destination with
Orme at his beela. But he paid:

"You can't order mo off tha streets,
Maku."

"I know. If you follow, then w

walk an' walk an' walk mtbbe till
nex' week." Orme swore under his
breath. It waa quite clear that the
little Japanese would never rejoin the
man who had the papers until he was
sure that be had shaken off hia pur-
suer. So Orme simply said:

"Goodnight,"
Disappointed, baffled, he turned east-

ward and walked with long strides
tow ard the car line. lie d!d cot

look to see wbe'her Maku was be-

hind him. That did not matter now.
He had missed his second opportunity
since the other Japanese escaped him
In the university campus.

Crossing Clark street a block north
of the point at which ho and Maku
bad left the car, he continued lako-war-

coming out on the drive TOiy a
short distance from the Pere Mar-
quette, and a few minutes later, after
giving the elevator boy orders to call
Mm at eight In the morning, Se wag
In his apartment, with tbe prospect of
four hours of sleep.

But tnere was a final question:
Should he return to tbe all Bight res-

taurant near tbe car barns and try to
learn from the cashier tie addresg
which Maku had sought? Hurely she
would have forgotten tha name by
this time. Perhaps It wag Japanese
name, and, therefore, the harder to
remember It; If It were a peculiar
combination of letters, the very pecu-

liarity might ha?e fixed It In her
mind. And If he hesitated to go back
tbere now, tbe slim chance that the
name remained with her would grow
glimmer with every added moment of
delay. He felt that be ought to go.
He was dog-tired- , but he remembered
tbe girl's anxiety. Ye, be would go;
with tbe bare possibility that tbe
cashier would remember and would be
willing to tell htm what sho remem-
bered, be would go.

He took np hla bat and stepped to-

ward the door. At that moment he
heard a sound fro hla bedroom. It
waa aa unmistakable snore. He Up-to-

to the bedroom door and peered
within. 8eated In an arm chair waa
a man. He was AlstlncUy visible tn
Ue light which came In from the sit-

ing room, and It waa quite plain that
be waa sound aaleep and breathing
heavily. And now (or the second time
hia palate vibrated with the raucou
voice of alee p.

witched eo the bedreoai

you."
An envelope was produced from an

Inside pocket. Orme took it and tore
It open. The sheet within bore the
caption, "Ofllce of the Chief of Po-

lice," and the few lines, written be-

neath In fine script, were as follows:
"IVar Mr. Orme: You will, I am

sure, pardon my seeming overanxiety
for your safety, and tb sufety of
Poritol's treasure, but 1 cannot resist
lislrg my Influence to see that you
are well protected lou'sbt by w hat j

you In America call 'a rlaln-clothe-

mar..' I trust that he wtll frighten
aay the yellow peril and permtt you j

to slumber undisturbed. If you do
net wish him inside your apartment, j

he will sit in the hail outside your
door j

"With all regard for your continued j

rood health, hllava mo dear Mr.'1

Orme. Yours, etc., etc..
TFDRO ALCATRANTE." j

In view of everything that had bap. j

pened since the note was penned,
Orme smiled a grim smile. Alcatrante
must have been very anxious Indeed;
and yet. considering that the mln.ster '

j

knew nothing of Orme s encounter
with the Japanese and his meeting
with the girl, the sending of (he de--

tective might naturally have been ex- -

pected to pass as au impressive, but
friendly, precaution.

The detective was rapidly losing
bis self assurance. "1 had only betn
asleep for a moment," he said.

j

"Yes?" Orme spoke Indifferently.
"Wtll. you may go now. There Is no
longer any need of you hero." ;

"Hut my Instructions "
'

"Were given under a misapprehen-
sion.

'

My return makes your presence
unnecessary. Goodnight or g

rather" He nodded toward
the door.

The detective hesitated. "Ixwk a
here!" he suddenly burst out. "1
never saw you before"

"Nor I you," replied Onr.e.
"Then how do I know that you are

Mr. Orme? You may be the very chap
1 was to keep out, iar as I know,"

"Sure enough, 1 may be," said Orme
dryly, adding: "Hut 1 am not. Now
go"

The detective narrowed hia eye-
brows "Not without Identification."

"Ask the night clerk. exclaimed
Orme Impatiently. "Can't you see I
don't w ish to be bothered taiy lot ger?"

He went over to tbe door aud threw
It open.

"Come," he continued. "Well, here
then" as the detective did not move

"her s my card. That outlit to do
you."

He took a card from his pocket
case and offered it to the detective,
who, lifter scrutinizing it for a mo-

ment, let It lall to the fioor.
"Oh, It's all right, I guess," he said.

"But what shall 1 say to tbe chief?"
"Simply say that I didn't need you

any longer."
The detective picked up his bat aud

went.
"Thank heaven!" exclaimed Orme

as be closed the door. "Hut I wonder
why I didn't notice bis hal It waa
lying here in plain sight."

He went to the telephone and spoke
to the clerk. "Did you let that detect-
ive Into my apartment?" be asked.

"Why, yes, Mr. Orme. He was one
of tbe regular force, and he said tbat
you wanted blm here. I called up the
chief's office, and tbe order was cor-
roborated. I meant to tell you when
you came In, but you passed the desk
Just while I was down eating my sup-
per. Tbe elevator boy let you In,
didn't he?"

"Yes. Never mind, It's all right.
Good night"

But wben Orme examined his travel-
ing bag he found that some one bad
evidently made a search through o

thing bad been taken, but tbe or-
derly arrangement of his effectg had
been disturbed. Hla conclusion waa
that Alcatrante had bribed tbe fellow
to go mucn farther than official seal
demanded. Doubtless the minister bad
paid the detective to hunt for a
marked five-doll- bill and make a
copy of whatever waa written on It
which would have been quite safe
proceeding for the detective. If be
were not caught at the task. A sub-

tle man, Alcatrante; but no subtler
than the Japanese.

Dismissing the Incident from hla
mind, Orme again made ready to re-

turn to Uto restaurant. Ha

tng who the athletes guests would be.

There might be no ore among them
whom ha could rrcognlta And even
if he saw tl.etn a I go In. bow would
his own purMisa be served by meie!y
watching them? la time, no doubt
they would ail come out again, and
one of them would have the papers in
Ma and Orme would nut
know which ore.

For all he waa aware, soma of tbe
guests l.ad already arrived They
might even now ba gathering with
eager ryea about l!i unfolded du-ment- s

No. Orme real I tad that hla
place wss not on tha sidewalk Py
some means he must get where be
could discover what waa going en IB

the front fiat on the third fltior filand-tr-

where he no waa there was
i!ai grr of being tltacotered

by persona who o!d gu'aa why be
waa there Maku m'gi.l come

Orme oked to are who lived la
"4a," the fiat above tJta Japanese) Tbe
card btira the name.

Madam Alia, Clalrvoj .tnt and Tranra
Meti'-.i- "

T ttfnk I will lata my fortune
told." n.uttered Onr.e, aa he pressed
Madam Alia 111 and started up tha

!ali
At (he tp of the aeexed fight be

looked to the en'ranra of the f'unl
ai'rnent. It l.ad a lajga square ot
ground giaaa. with it.a fame Ar',n:a"
tn black lettrs He up-

ward ar.fihrr flight and ;ririi!y
fur,d b'mself hetora to fc'.ar.k doors

one at t! front and ore. a !'!::
at one aide Tha aide door opened
slowly In response to hia knock

Pefora h'.m aUswd a blow ay but tin
altogether U!'.pfepinc woman of
middle ara. b't.e wore a cheap print
gown A gtpay scarf aa thrown over
ber head and shoulders, and ber ars
held loop rarrlnga Her Inquiring
glance, at Orui waa not unmli4 w.ih
suspicion

"Madam Alia?" Inqu'red Orme
She nodded and stood atide for him

to enter He raaed Into a cheap lit-

tle reception hall which In ked out on
the aUet-t- , and then, at ter silent
direction went through a dor at one

h!e t.d found hlins.if in tbe n

s sanctum
The one window gate on a dimly

lighted natrow apace which apparently
had bwn cut In from the lack of the
tn.iidit.g Hiruuith tbe d.i.v gifts be

iHjid see tha railing of a s

platform, and cut'ing diagonally arroaa
the light, part of the stairs id to the
platform above. There was a eloeed
door, which apparently opened Into the
outer hall. In the room were dirty
rd hangings, two chairs, a couch, and
a small square center table

Madam Alia had already seated her-

self at the table and was shuffling a
pack of cards. "Fifty ent reading r
she asked, as he took the chair oppo-

site ber.
Orme nodded. His thoughts were on

tbe window and the fire escape, and be
hardly heard ber monotonous sen
tences, though he obeyed mechanically
her Instructions to cut and shuffle.

"You are about to engage tn a new
business," abe waa saying. "You wtll
be successful, but there will be some
trouble about a dark man. Look out
tor htm. He talks fair, bnt be means
mischief. Tbere la a woman, too.
Thlg man will try to prejudice ber
against you." And all the time Orme
waa saying to himself, "How can I per
suade her to let me use the Are es-
cape ?"

Suddenly he waa conscious that the
woman had ceased speaking and waa
running tha cards through her fingers
and looking at him aearchlngly. "You
are not listening," aha aald, aa ha met
her gase.

He aralled apologetically 1 know
1 waa preoccupied."

"t can't help you If you dont listen."
Orme Inferred that aha took pride

In her work. He sighed, and looked
grave. "I am afraid." he aald slowly,
"that my case la too serious tor tha
cards."

8he brightened. "You'd ought to
have a trance-readin- g two dollars."

T4 take any kind of reading Uat

want you to answer a tew queailons
Hhe eyed h!tn furllvaly
"ln you know tha man In the fiat

below?" be demanded
"Mr Arima Nv He a a Jap I ae

hlra In tha balls sometimes., hut dont
do no more than Uw, like any neigkv

tr "

"He's noisy. Isn't ha"
"Only whin ha haa pupl's T1ut he

goes out to do moat of his teaching '
he wante- d-

"Not exactly. Now look hare. I be
llete joti re a well meaning woman.
i you make a good thing out of th'.s
buaineas?"

-- Fair" Pha amlled fs'n'ly "1 ain't
ben tn Chicago In g and It take tl:n
to work up a r:-- -t trade I g ! a
daughter to trtrg up. Ute'a wl's
friends !. dent know anythlcg
about what I !n foe a living"

"Well." said Once, Tin g!rt e
give you fire dollars tuward educatirg
jonr girl "

He to-- a till from bis pocket tw)
and handed It to her Hha ae-ct- 4

it w'th a deprecating g'asca) and a
smlia thai was lined with pa"he;t
coquetry Then ah looked at It
strangely. "What's the writing?"' ah
aaked

Orme atated 11 had given her h
marked fitedollar bill "I didn't tr.eaa
to rtve yti lbt one," he aald. takl&g
it frutn br nrger

She stared at t'm. 1 It fony"
"No but I want !l Hera an

ether" A h took a fresh tl! fr-- r

hi pocket txk h dl.-vter- d to ht

in ii i 1 1
"Yeu Sssm ta Be Acquainted Witk

Your Neighbor, After AIL"

surprise tbat the marked bill, together
with tbe few dollars in changa be had
received after his purchase In the
shop below, was all that be now had
left In his pocket. He remmbere4
that he had Intended to draw on his
funds that morning His denanurai
trtja Nw York had been hurried, and
he had come away with IHUe ready
cash.

Madam Alia slipped tbe bill Into her
bosom and waited. Sbe knew well
enough that her visitor had some de-
mand to make.

"Now." said Orme. "I am going ta
use your fire escape for a little while- -'

Tbe woman nodded.
"I want you to keep all visitors out."

he continued. "Don't answar the bell
I may want to come back thla was
quick"

"Thla la straight business. Isn't Ut
I don't want to get Into no trouble."

"Absolutely straight." aald Orme,
"All you have to do Is to teava your
window open and keep quiet"

"You can coua on me," she said.
"Perhaps you know all about the place
down there, but If you don't. III tall
you that tbe fire escape leada Into hi
reception room."

Orme smiled. tou m to bo ae
qualnted with your neighbor, aftaf
alir

(TO BK COrfTIVUsta.)

Aveld luSDlclan.
"When you rs walking throng,

neighbor's melon patch, doat tWttoo, Atlantis htowntij.

He Read It Over

pause i at trie door, however, to give
tb kltuatlon a final analysis. Maku
had lost something. After hunting
for it vali.Jy h had gone to the city
directory for Information which ap-- I

penred to satisfy l.lm. Then what he
lost must have in en an address. How
would he have been likely to lose it?

Orme's fatigue was so great that h

repeated the qui stiun to blmself rev--

oral limes without peclr.g any mean-- ;

ing In It. He forced hia tired tiralu
back to the first statement. Maku
had lost something Ye, he had ot
something What was It be bud lost?
Oh. yes, a paper

It was futile. His brain refused to
work

Maku had lost a paper. A paperf
"Ah!" Orrr.e was awake row.
"How stupid!" he
For he had entirely forgotten tbe

purer which he had taken from Uie
pocket of the unconscious Maku, there
on the campus! Ht had thrust It
Into his pocket without looking at It,
and In the excitement of his later ad
ventures It Lad passed utterly from
his memory

Ar.othei moment and he fcs.i the
paper in his hand. His fingers shook
as he unfolded It, aud he felt angry at
his weakness Yes, there It was the
addressw ritten In an unformed band.
If he bad only thought of tbe paper
befoie, be would have been asved a
deal of trouble would have had more
sleep He r.-a- It over several times- -

"Three forty-on- North Parker street"
so that be w ould remember it If the

p.. per fahould be lost.
"I'm glod Mai'.i didn't wrlie It in

Japanese!" he exclaimed.

CHAPTER IX.

Number Three Forty-Ons- .

When Orme waa aroused by tbe
ringing of his telephone bell the next
morning and heard tbe clerk's voice
saying over the wire, "Eight o'clock,
sir," it seemed aa If be bad been
asleep but a few minutes.

During breakfast he reviewed the
events of tbe preceding evening.
Strange and varied though tbey had
been, his thoughts chiefly turned to
the girl herself, and he shaped all hia
plans with the idea of pleasing her.
The work be had set for blmself was
to get the envelope and deliver It to
the girl. Tbts plan Involved tbe find-

ing of tbe man who had escaped from
the tree.

The search was not so nearly blind
as It would have been If Orme had
not found tbat folded slip of paper
tn Maku's pocket. The address,
"three forty-on- e North Parker street,"
was unquestionably the destination at
which Maku had expected to meet
fr'ends.

To North Parker atreet, then, Orme
prepared to go. Much as he longed to
see tbe girl again, he waa glad tbat
they were not to make this adventure
together, for tbe reputation ot Nortn
Parker street waa unsavory.

Orme found hla way readily enough,
Tbere was not far to go, and he pre-

ferred to walk. But before he reached
bit deatinatton he remembered that be
had promised Alcatrante and Porltol
to meet them at hla apartment at tea
o'clock.

Hit obligation to tbe two South
Americana geemed alight, now that
tbe bill had paaaed from hla hands
and tbat he knew the nature of Pori-

tol's actioaa. Neverthsieaa, he waa a

man of his word, and he hurr'ed Mrs.
to tl.a Pere Marquette, for tb hour

as close to ten He waa Influence!
tn some event by thought that
lV.'Hil aid Alcvrsnte, rn learnirg
!. he had tu en rubbed of the bill.
t..:U unwi:t:ig!y gite him a further
clue.

No one lad rlid for hni Ha
waited till tin minutes past the hour
tefnru he concluded that he had fu-
llled l,!s .rt of tha bargain with
tleni l t ouch he did not understand
it, he attached Do especial significance
to their failtira to appear

Oura agtln he went to North Parser
street Three forty one protrd to be
a notion shop Through the win
dow he saw a atout woman read'ig a
crwspaptr behind the ni,rtr When
he riHerid she la'U the paper aaide
and arose languidly, aa though cus-
tomers were rather a nuisance than a
loosing She waa forty, but nl fair

Orme asked t see a aet of aiuds
She drew a bet Iron a ahow c&ae and
spnad the assortment before bira

He select as a set and paid Ler, offer
Ing a bill She luned to a
rash register and made change
which Included a fivedollar bill.

Orme could hardly bllee his ayes
The bill whlrh she pl.vtd in bis band
bore the written words: "Remember
person you pay this to"

He turned It over. In the corner
was a famlllur set of abbreviations.
There was no doubt about It. The
bill was the. same which had been
taken from him. and which he t.nd laat
seen in the ros!r.n of M.tkn

What an inHiatctit pteco of gnen pa-
per that marked hiil waa' it bad
started Mm on this remarkable rlr
of sdventuns. It had Introduced ex-

citable little Porltol and the suave
Alcatrante to Ms apartment It had
made him tbe victim of the attack by
the two Japanese. It had brought
the girl Into bis life And now it
came, again Into hi powaslnn just
at the moment to prove that he was
on the right track In bis search for
Maku and the man who had the pa-
pers. The queerest coincidence was
that the bill would never hav come
Into hla possession at all bad II not
been for bis first meeting with the
girl who at that very time waa her-
self searching for It The rubbing of
bis bat against the wheel ot ber car

on so tittle thing aa that had hinged
the events followed.

"This Is strange," Orme addressed
thi woman.

"It doesn't hurt It any," aald the
woman. Indifferently.

"I know that Hut H'a a curious
thing just tbe same."

The woman raised her shoulders
slightly, and began to put away the
stock abe bad taken out for Orme's
benefit.

"Who paid thla to your persisted
Orme.

"How should I remember? I can't
keep track of all the persons that
come In the store during the day."

"But I should think that anything
so queer aa this- - --" He saw that he
could get nothing from ber except by
annoying her.

Tbe woman glared. "What you a
botherln' about? Why don't you leave
well enough aloner

Orme smiled. "Tell me one thing."
be aald, "do you know a Japanese that
Uvea hereaboutaT"

"Oh," aald the woman, "so you're
one of the gentlemen a van ezpeoUa',

I


